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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. BIGGERT).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 7, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JUDY
BIGGERT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, infinite and almighty, as
Eternal Being You have no beginning,
no end. In You there is no past or fu-
ture; You are simply present.

Without a future, as a people we are
doomed, depressed, and limited in cre-
ative imagining. Without a past, we are
bereft of history, inexperienced and
lost forever between success and fail-
ure.

Be as present to this Nation today as
You were to our Founders. As the Cre-
ator and Providential Lord, guide the
Members of the House of Representa-
tives and all their efforts to uphold the
Constitution and have it interface with
present realities until true priorities
arise as the Nation’s agenda.

Stir within all Americans a soli-
darity that will always unite and never
divide us. Renew in us a spirit that will
enable this country to be a righteous
leader into a bold future, shaping a new
culture of collaboration and under-
standing for the 21st century.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. MIL-
LER) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 27, 2005.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the House of Representatives,
the Clerk received the following message
from the Secretary of the Senate on May 27,
2005 at 12:26 pm:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1760

That the Senate insists on amendment,
agrees to conference H.R. 3

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 167

Appointments: Chair of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Office of Compliance Board of Di-
rector of the Office of Compliance.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

————
SUMMER AGENDA

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House.)

Mr. DELAY. Madam Speaker, this
week the House will begin its summer
session by hitting the ground running.

Between now and the August recess,
the House will take up several major
pieces of legislation that will touch
every piece of our national agenda.

We will consider bills that will help
us continue to fight and win the war on
terror.

Among these security proposals will
be a bill to reform the institution and
the programs of the United Nations, to
help begin to make it possible for this
vital international organization to
meet its global responsibilities.

We will also reauthorize the PA-
TRIOT Act, the anti-terrorism legisla-
tion passed after 9/11 that has provided
our law enforcement community with
the tools they need to combat the
unique threats presented by inter-
national terror.

We also hope to take up the final
conference report on the long-overdue
national energy policy that President
Bush and the American people have
been calling and waiting for since 2000.

By reducing our dependence on for-
eign oil, the energy bill will provide
the United States greater flexibility in
dealing with the tumultuous Middle
East region, and it is a huge jobs-cre-
ation bill.

The energy bill will also empower our
national economy, creating jobs and,
over the long run, lowering gas prices
for American consumers.

The long-awaited conference report
on the highway funding bill, which we
also hope to take up before the August
recess, will improve our national infra-
structure, provide greater mobility for
the American people, and create mil-
lions of new jobs across our country.

Just as important to our economy as
our infrastructure is international
trade, which will be greatly enhanced
in every region of our Nation and every
sector of our economy by passage of
the Central American Free Trade
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Agreement, another item we hope to
have on our summer agenda.

CAFTA will lower prices for Amer-
ican consumers while opening vast new
markets for American businesses,
which in turn will create jobs, good
high-paying jobs, here at home.

Finally, while we improve our secu-
rity and bolster our economy, we will
serve the pressing interests of indi-
vidual families by moving a broad
agenda to reform our health care sys-
tem. And all the while, we will con-
tinue our work on the President’s call
to strengthen and improve retirement
security for all Americans and com-
plete our work before the Fourth of
July on funding the Federal Govern-
ment within the limits of our budget.

All in all, a busy summer of heavy
lifting awaits, Madam Speaker, but the
American people demand and deserve
nothing less.

———

DEFEAT CAFTA

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, we just returned from 10 days in our
district, and we found the opposition to
the Central American Free Trade
Agreement is even greater than before
we left. People at home in our districts
recognize our trade policy is not work-
ing.

Just look at this chart. The first year
I ran for Congress, our trade deficit
was $38 billion. Today after NAFTA
and PNTR and a series of trade agree-
ments, our trade deficit is $618 billion.

These trade agreements cost jobs.
They hurt our families. They hurt our
communities. They hurt our schools.

Madam Speaker, we should renego-
tiate the Central American Free Trade
Agreement; defeat this bill when it
comes to Congress; renegotiate a new
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment, one that lifts up workers in all
seven countries.

———

RX FOR AMERICAN COMPANIES

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, American businesses are
faced with increasing pressure from
foreign competitors and skyrocketing
health care costs. But they are also
faced with the weight placed on them
not by the marketplace or their com-
petitors, but by the government itself.
Burdensome, duplicative, and outdated
regulations cost American businesses
literally billions of dollars annually
and stifle new job creation.

Many of these regulations do little to
improve workplace safety, protect our
environment or improve the safety of
our workers, but are simply on the
books because no one has bothered to
review their effectiveness.

Common sense by the government
must come into play to help relieve
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this burden and to improve the envi-
ronment for job creation. We must do
more to make American companies
more competitive in the global mar-
ketplace and to give our job providers
and our workers much needed relief.
We must and we will do more.

———

BAKASSI PENINSULA BELONGS TO
CAMEROON

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, Nigeria is deservedly
working hard to secure a permanent
seat on the Security Council of the
United Nations. But in the meantime,
Nigeria is holding territory known as
the Bakassi Peninsula, which right-
fully belongs to the Republic of Cam-
eroon.

The International Court of Justice,
in settling a dispute between Nigeria
and Cameroon, there is a decree that
the territory belongs to Cameroon.
Cameroon is a developing democracy
which is achieving economic success
for its people.

President Obasanjo of Nigeria in his
effort to secure a permanent seat on
the Security Council should set an ex-
ample for the international commu-
nity. I urge President Obasanjo, in the
interest of regional harmony for mu-
tual benefit, to remove troops and gov-
ernment personnel from the Bakassi
Peninsula and to pursue positive rela-
tions with his neighbors, especially the
dynamic Republic of Cameroon.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11.

——————

MEDICAL LIABILITY INSURANCE
CRISIS

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, the
smallest State in the Union has now
replaced the biggest State in the Union
as one of those States in a crisis state
in its medical liability insurance.
Okay, there may be those in this body
who would argue that Texas is no
longer the largest State in the Union;
but, Madam Speaker, the good news is
that 2 years ago Texas faced up to the
challenge of medical liability reform
and passed a law on the State level, af-
firmed it with a constitutional amend-
ment that put a cap on non-economic
damages and medical liability law-
suits. This allowed more insurance to
come to the State, and, more impor-
tantly, Texas Medical Liability Trust,
the largest medical liability writer in
the State of Texas, has reduced liabil-
ity fees by 17 percent.

But in the State of Rhode Island,
which recently joined the other States
in the Union that are in crisis, doctors
there are experiencing liability insur-
ance premium increases from 175 to 200
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percent since 2002 and fully one-half of
their physicians, 48 percent, responded
to a recent survey saying they were
thinking about doing something else.

Madam Speaker, we passed a good
bill in this House 2 years ago that na-
tionwide put a cap on non-economic
damages of medical liability lawsuits. I
urge this body to take it up, and I urge
the other body to pass it as well.

———

HONORING CHERI REZAK

(Mr. KLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the efforts of a con-
stituent who looked at tragedy and saw
an opportunity to improve lives.

In the wake of last December’s tsu-
nami in southeast Asia, Cheri Rezak
and a group of like-minded Minneso-
tans volunteered their time and re-
sources to travel between Sri Lanka
and the United States every 6 to 8
weeks to provide medical care, food,
and encouragement to affected commu-
nities.

Under the name HelpSrilanka.US,
these individuals have already helped
the men and women of Sri Lanka to
build houses and establish and operate
a soup kitchen which feeds nearly 500
people each day. They are also pur-
chasing boats, taxis, and sewing ma-
chines to re-establish fishing, transpor-
tation and garment industries. Their
goal is to repeat this community revi-
talization in villages throughout Sri
Lanka.

In addition, Cheri has personally
dedicated herself to providing a tem-
porary home, and much needed respite,
to children directly affected by the tsu-
nami. Thanks to her diligence in secur-
ing temporary visas, the first of her
charges is currently living with her
family in Minnesota.

Cheri and her fellow volunteers rose
above this disaster to help create a bet-
ter life for the people of Sri Lanka. I
commend them for their work and wish
them much continued success.

———

UNFRIENDLY SKIES

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, the airline pension crisis has
proven that the skies are not so friend-
ly for many airline employees getting
ready to retire.

Retirement plans that included
dreams prepared for over a lifetime are
now replaced with just trying to make
ends meet. An airline dumping their
pension plan is not a solution. This
jeopardizes the retirement for thou-
sands and maybe millions of hard-
working Americans and increases the
burden on our government and tax-
payers.

Over the past 2 years, the PBGC and
the American taxpayers have assumed
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